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NSga king by the holy monk Sonuttaro, and enshrined in the
Mahathupo, or "great stupa" in the land of Lanka.1

Now this story is completely at variance with the state-
ments of the Chinese pilgrims, both of whom visited Rama-
grimamany centuries after Dutthagamini, when they found
the relic stupa intact, but no river. Fa-Hian,2 in the begin-
ning of the fifth century, saw a tank beside the stupa,
in which a dragon (Ntiga) lived, who continually watched the
tower. In the middle of the seventh century, Hwen Thsang"
saw the same stupa and the same tank of clear water
inhabited by dragons (N&gas), who daily transformed them-
selves into men, and paid their devotions to the stupa.4 Both
pilgrims mention the attempt of Asoka to remove these relics
to his own capital, which was abandoned on the expostulation
of the N2ga king. "If by thy oblations/1 said the Naga,
"thou canst excel this, thou mayest destroy the tower, and I
shall not prevent thee." Now according to to the Ceylonese
chronicler, this is the very same argument that was used by
the Naga king to dissuade the priest Sonuttaro from removing
the relics to Ceylon.5 I infer, therefore, that the original
"tank" of Ramagrdma was adroitly changed into a river by
the Ceylonese author, so that the relics which were in charge
of the NSgas of the tank, might be conveyed to the ocean-
palace of the Niga king, from whence they could as readily
be transferred to Ceylon as to any other place. The river was
thus a necessity in the Ceylonese legend, to convey the relics
away from Ramagrima to the ocean. But the authority of a
legend can have no weight against the united testimony of the
two independent, pilgrims, who many centuries later found the
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